136	THE   WORLD   OF   HESIOD
So it had been since Homer's time. If you had killed a
member of the community, it was quite irrelevant to offer any
excuses about accident or tender years. Patroklos as a child
had killed another boy in a quarrel over a game ; his father
took him into exile to save his life.1 Xenophon met among
the Ten Thousand a Spartan who had been exiled from his
home since childhood for exactly the same cause.2 Nor was
the crime passionel condoned, as the hero Hyettos found,
in one of the Hesiodic catalogue-poems,3 when he killed
an adulterer.
When wilful murder has been done, this grim rule is
observed in all its rigour. A vendetta may last for genera-
tions. Aigisthos in the legend avenges upon Agamemnon,
in the next generation, the wrong done to his father Thyestes
by Agamemnon's father Atreus, and " Now death itself
seems good to me " he cries.4 In historic Greece, too, we hear
of children being trained up in the idea that they have a
sacred vengeance to perform; brought up carefully and
instructed in hatred with the terrible persistence and intensity
of feeling of which Greek women—Euripides' women—were
capable. Even at Athens there are cases of this 5; and
another instance is that of the fearful struggle between
Aristodemos the tyrant of Cumse and the avengers of those
whom he had killed.6 Achilles manifests the same passion
for revenge, even against the slayer of his friend in the mele'e
of war ; and at the end of the poem he apologizes to Patroklos
for giving up the body of Hektor for honourable burial.7
It is a grim but true saying of that old poet of the dark
age : " Fool, who, slaying the father, leaves the children." 8
It is the weaknesses of human nature that introduce the
first mitigations of the law of vengeance, rather than any
intrusion of reason. The vengeance allowed and even enjoined
by custom, as we see, was absolutely implacable and pitiless ;
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